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Curation. Where history goes to die?  

ñEven if Sandifer and 

other citizens continue to 

perform their watchdog 

roles in advance of 

construction, any material 

objects that are collected 

by professional 

archaeologists on behalf 

of the city will only be sent 

away. Itôs likely they will 

never be shown publicly 

in Dallasé ñ



While the artifacts from the Texas Horse Park have been safely stored at a state-
approved facility (as state law requires), é[a]nd even if  the public knows where to 
look and what to ask for, the archaeological record is inaccessible in other ways. 
The nearly 3,000 artifacts reside at the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory, or 
TARL, on the UTA campus. To see them requires a road trip and an appointment. 

Black Holes and Arcane Knowledge



Black Holes and Arcane Knowledge

ñThe Perot Museum of Nature and Scienceðthe only museum in the city 

suitable for exhibiting Trinity River archaeologyðsent a statement explaining 

its position on why it doesnôt have anthropological or archaeological 

exhibitions. According to the director of lab paleontology, Dr. Ron Tykoski: 

ñNative American remains and objects, as well as other ethnological 

specimens and artifacts, often have extra levels of regulation, as well as 

handling and care requirements, beyond other collectionsô objects. é The 

Perot Museum does not currently have a research focus in those areas, and, 

as a result, our staff does not require additional expertise in handling such 

culturally sensitive objects.ò
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In 2017 - 392 Permitted Archeological 

Projects

370 Survey Level 

Investigations

7 Testing Level Investigations

5 Data Recovery Level 

Investigations

1 Alternative Mitigation


